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ADVANCE REPORT ON RETAIL TRADE, JUNE 1955

Total sales of retail stores in June were $15.6 billion, the U. S. Depart-
ment of Commerce announced today. ‘This advance figure, after adjusiment for
seasonal factors and trading day differences, showed no change from May but was
about 6 percent above June a year ago.

The June sales figures are based on the Advance Report .on Retaill Trade, a
monthly survey of the Bureau of the Census conducted in cooperation with a
representative cross-section of about 1,800 retail firms which, in total,
operate some 37,000 stores in the United States. The firms which are cooperat-
ing in the early reporting of sales are part of a larger group which furnishes
figures at a later date. Therefore, the advance estimates are preliminary and
subject to revision.

The preliminary Census figures are shown in table 1 on the reverse side.
The Office of Business Economics indicated that, after allowance for seasonal
variations, June sales in most major kinds of business were maintained at the
May rates.
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ADVANCE RETATL SALES REPORT~--FRELIMINARY ESTIMATES FOR JUNE 1955
Table 1l.-~5ALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP

N i

—r~——

——

“Sales (millions of dollars)

(NOT ADJUSTED for seasomal factors and trading day differences)

Kind-of ~business group 1955 June

June May 1954
Retail stores, totalleeoeosseccoscscsos 15,588 15,468 14,659
Food grou.Pooo-ocno-aoocaeooaao‘oouo-o--oooooo 3’&7 3,514 3’385
GI‘OceI‘y StoreSaonoaonnoooooon--.o-cn-co.-oac 3,092 2,950 2,833
Eating and drinking placeSccsceccosssccsesccs 1,142 1,137 1,135
General merchandise groUDPcccocccscsccscscsosncos. 1,577 1,584 1,514
Depa-ptment s‘toreSZGOGOOC(’.CIODDO0.0.00..0’0. 84'9 866 829
Apparel gr'ou_punoouooonoooooooeo.omeoooaovow.ao 860 879 852
Furniture and appliance grouPecscseascosovoces 839 809 758
Lumber, building, hardware group®ccescessacas 1,309 1,262 1,234
Au’tlomo‘tive grollpooﬁ&loaDGDDQGGODG.QOQOOGCDOOQG 3,429 3’409 3’095
Gasoline service stationScoeccsccssvosescscss 1,055 1,046 289
Drug and proprietary storeSccsccscseecceecses 417 419 406
See footnotes below table 2. Source: Bureau of the Census

Table 2.--SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP

(ADJUSTED for seasonal factors and trading day differences) ' _
W

Sales Percent change,
(millions of dollars) May 1955 from--
Kind-of ~-business group 1955

May April ' May

May April 1954 | 1955 195/,
Retail stores, totallscoscecsss 15,339 15,25]:11 14,044 +1 +9
Durable goods stores, totall.... 5,479 5,522 4,730 -1 +16
Nondurable goods stores, totall. 9,860 9,729 9,313 +1 +6
Food g.roup"ﬁGOO.BI.DGQG‘.OOGOOGG‘ 3’636 3,525 3,434 +3 . +E’
Eating and drinking placeS.csecses 1,126 1,141 1,102 -1 +2
General merchandise group.ccoocecso 1,676 1,677 1,539 0 +9
Apparel grouUPcccecescsssccscscesss 905 889 822 L +2 +10
Furniture and appliance groupe.o.. 826 837 769 -1 +7
Lumber, building, hardware group?. 1,178 1,122 1,047 +5 +13
Automotive groupoecccsccescosssscses 3,079 3,202 2,581 - +19
Gasoline service stationS..cececes 1,026 1,023 954 0 +&
Drug and proprietary stores.ecscse 428 427 410 -0 +
Source: Office of Business Economirs

; Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.
Bagsed on preliminary estimates supplied by Federal Reserve Board.

3 Includes farm equipment dealers.



